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INFORMATION X AN EX-ASSISTANT 
IS SIMPLY \ TOLP MB THAT 
INFORMATION. A RUMOR ON THE 
WHAT IS INTERNET SAYS, 

i "NOBUHIRO WATSUKI 

16 A basket CASE 
\WHO KILLS CATS"// 
\SO TAKE A LOOK/.' 

HAHA" 




THE INTERNET 

I KNOW I'M A BIT BEHINP, BUT I'VE 
RECENTLY STARTER QOINQ ONLINE. I ONLY 
VISIT SITES OPERATEP BY FRIENPS ANP 
ACQUAINTANCES, OR LOOK UP THINOS I AM 
CURIOUS ABOUT, ANP IT IS ALL VERY FUN 
ANP CONVENIENT. HOWEVER, THERE ARE 
SITUATIONS LIKE THE ONE ON THE LEFT, SO 
I'LL HAVE TO BE CAREFUL. 

ONCE I HAVE MORE TIME, I WILL TAKE 
ON THE CHALLENGE OF POSTINO THINOS 
ANP POINO SOME INTERNET SHOPPING. 
BUT FIRST I MUST OET USEP TO THE 
KEYBOARP... 

BY THE WAY, WHAT IS HENKAN CCONVERT}? 
WHAT'S HANKAKU MOJI CHALF-WIPTH 
CHARACTERS}? THESE ARE BOTH KEYS ON 
A JAPANESE KEYBOARP, ANP I PON'T 
KNOW WHAT THEY PO. 


Rurouni Kenshin, which has found 
fans not only in Japan but around 
the world, first made its appearance 
in 1992, as an original short story in 
Weekly Shonen Jump Special. Later 
rewritten and published as a regular, 
continuing Jump series in 1994, 
Rurouni Kenshin ended serialization 
in 1999 but continued in popularity, 
as evidenced by the 2000 publication 
of Yahiko no Sakabato ("Yahiko's 
Reversed-Edge Sword") in Weekly 
Shonen Jump. His most current work, 
Buso Renkin ("Armored Alchemist"), 
began publication in June 2003, also 
in Jump. 
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Act 208—The End of Dreams 
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WE'LL RUIN 
OUR GOOD 
NAMES IF WE 





























































...BUT THE THING 
THAT SANOSUKE 
PICKED UP A LONG 
TIME AGO IS IN THE 
DOJO'S STORAGE... 



THE POLICE 
OH/ COLLECTED 
ItS NOT ALL THE 
DIRECTLV EVIDENCE- 
RELATED . 

TO THIS... 
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LET S 60 / 
AVENGE 

KAORU-SAN'S^ 
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SHUT UP. 
"THIS GUV" IS 
APPROPRIATE 
FOR THIS 
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HE MUST HAVE 
STOLEN BODIES FROM 
THE GRAVEYARD AND 
USED THEIR PARTS. 


I TOOK A LOOK 
EARLIER. AND IT 
HAS HUMAN SKIN. 
BONES, AND FAT 
INCORPORATED INTO 
ITS CONSTRUCTION. 



THIS LED TO THE 
SECRET DARK ART 
OF PREPARING A 
LIFELIKE DOLL OUT 
OF CORPSES— 


KAGEMUSUA 
REQUIRED A 
I GREAT AMOUNT 
OF MONEY AND : 
\ TIME TO TRAIN, 
MAKING IT 
: DIFFICULT TO 
RELY ON THEM. 


IN THE CIVIL 
WAR ERA. THE 
WARLORDS 
USED 

KAGEMUSUA 
AS PART OF 
THEIR 

PROTECTION. 
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/ HE WILL \ 
DEFEAT YUKISHIRO 
ENISHI AND 
RESCUE KAMIYA 
KAORU, NO 
MATTER WHAT / 
v IT TAKES. / 


r 


/ WHEN HE 
1 FINDS OUT 
KAMIYA KAORU 
\ IS ALIVE, 

\ BATTOSAI 
\WILL ACT. 



IF KAMIYA 
KAORU IS 
ALIVE, THERE 
IS NO CHANGE 
X IN THE FACT 
/ _ THAT... 

/ ...BATTOSAI, 5_^ 

1 ONCE AGAIN, 

COULD NOT 
DEFEND THE 




















































Act 213—Exchange Offer 
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WHERE 

IS 

YUKISHIRO 

enishi?/ 


WEIL. WE 
HAVE NO TIME 
TO SPARE. SO 
YOU MAKE 
IT QUICK/ 











































/ ITS TOO \ 

/ OBVIOUS TO \ 
TRANSPORT THEM 
I OVERLAND FROM 
v THE SEA OF . 
\ JAPAN TO / 
\ TOKVO... / 















A TIME FOR 
ACTION. IT WILL 
EVENTUALLY 
LEAD HIM TO 















































































































































WHEN THE 
AFFAIR IS OVER, 

I HAVE NO 
ATTACHMENTS 
OR INTEREST 
IN THE k 
ORGANIZA- A 
^ TION. y 


/ I WANTED 
THE FORCE 
y AND FINANCES 
y REQUIRED 
/...AND THE FOR THE 
WEAPONS JINCMU... 
TRADE JUST V 
HAPPENED r 

V TO HAVE / 

V BOTH. / 



/ I VE ALREADY 
GIVEN ORDERS 
TO THE MEN 
k ON THE SHIP, 
\ SO NO NEED 
\ TO WORRY. . 

s' / 

I FEEL SORRY \ 
FOR HIM, HAVING \ 
30 MARTIAL- \ 
ART ADEPTS 
LYNCHING HIM AND 
THROWING HIM 
INTO THE SEA. / 


IT IS THE 
ONLY THING 















CONCEIT 

IN 

THINKING 
HE OWNS 































































































«Si« _ 

HHEE HHEE MET WHEEZE 
HUFF FUFF FHU7 WHEEZE 
HHEP MIEE MM T WHEEZE 
HHEE UIKSmiT WHEEZE 
HHEE UUmmfcT WHEEZE 
HHEE HHf#«r WHEEZE 






















































































































































































“FREE TALK”<part II > 

Non for Ihe usual stupid talk. Long limr no srr—this is (hr “tasteful” 

Wnlsiiki. This is (hr firsl limr (hr adjective “tasteful” lias hrrn usrd (o 
tlrsrrihr mr. so I*m a liiilr slarllrd. By (hr way, what dors ii niran io hr 
“tasteful”? 

If you don't get (hr previous paragraph, just ignore it. \o problrm. Now. Irl's 
go (o our ruslomary figurr and gamr talk +CC! 1 arlually liavr nolliing lo say 
ahoul figures! It's not Ilia! (hr quality has dropped, or (hat I’ve gollrn horril 
of Ihrm. hul there liasn'1 hrrn any thing that stood out for mr. Rut I'm about 
lo hr hooked on “HG Gachapons." which are a little different from figures. I 
am slopping at (lie SB Gundam for now, but liow I proceed is up to (hr future 
lineup. If “Adventures of Ganlia" and “Paul's Miracle Operation" series are 
released, I will definitely be hooked (Ganlia may happen, hul Paul will never 
happen...). Another thing I recently like is (lie slightly questionable trans¬ 
forming robot wateli, “Tokima Steamhead" (Itandai). The talking fcallire is 
so fun that I carry' it around constantly. 

In games, the Samurai Spirits Asura Zaumatlen was never acquired locally ... 
This is twice in a row. I want to play' Samu Supi. Let me play! Tfir G'rkka no 
Kenslii—Fluners Hinoming By tfir Moon. Shedding By I fie Moon was acquired, 
so I’ve played it a little. The tide turning sw ortl move eliikara (power) is fun. 
as usual. However, there are too many new good-looking characters. In the 
arcades, I have played Juju's Bizarre Adventure (t apcom) a little bit. The 
effects are so well done that fans of the original work will enjoy it greatly. 
The effects at the “Continue?” screen made me laugh out loud. Good! There 
are several products of interest in terms of console games, hut since I don't 
have any lime. I'll have to hold off on them. As I say this. FF % III came out 
before I had a chance to play FF I'll (both Square), making me sad. 

The CC refers to talking about 04Vs. For Watsuki w ho loves Getter, the new 
Getter Bofio series is irresistible. The story is incomprehensible, making me 
think, “If the great sensei. Isliikaw a Ken's taste could he expressed so well, 
they should have done it with the original Getter.” The coolness of the 
original Getter is still something to rave about. Another one I am looking 
forw ard lo is Samurai Spirits Asura Zanmaden. Aniine based on games are 
usually unsuccessful, so I was not anticipating it too much, but Nlanase 
Aoi-sensei. who I admire, does the character design. Nou I am greatly antici¬ 
pating it. Of course, (he artwork is not everything, so 1 ask (lie whole staff lo 
work very hard. as a Samu Supi fan. 

I usually do not watch too many ©AVs—the recent trend of cute girls filling 
(lie screen is not the best for an ojisan —hut I am looking at these two releases. 

Life with so many little joys gathered to fulfill my day—a life like that 
wouldn't he bad. hut I would still like to go on with the one big joy of writing 
manga fulfilling my day. Willi that thought, we head into (lie climax of the 
Jinehu episodes. See you in the next volume! 
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YOU MUST KNOW HOW 
DIFFICULT IT IS TO 
FIGHT AGAINST THIS... 



AND I'D RATHER 

} AVOID USING 

J UNNECESSARY ENERGY. 


...THAT \ 
m DOLL IS THE | 
: 2 RESULT OF MY f 
PURSUIT OF 

A 1 PHYSICAL 1 

f) BEAUTY. J 

/ IT IS A 

7 MASTERPIECE 

THAT 

DECEIVED 1 

I EVEN 

k BATTOSAI. 1 

J ; 
1 

h \ 
IL. 

% 

wjw ’ 

' ^ImOL / theSbo. 

1 | 11 - MM WHICH WAS MY 

ill PURSl " T0F 
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THAT 
IS PROOF 
THAT MV 
CREATION... 


IT 

TO BE 
RECORDED 
IN OUR 
DARK 
HISTORY// 
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/I REQUIRE 
/ ANOTHER 
WARLORD FOR 
THE PURSUIT 
W OF MV NEXT , 
/ ARTWORK. Jg# 
I COULDN'T 
BE HAPPIER IF 
YOU JOINED ME 
FROM "THE DARK 
\ SIDE OF THE 
\ WORLD." 





DISAPPEAR 
WITHOUT THE 
PUBLIC EVER 
KNOWING OF 
THEM. 


THERE ARE 
SOME WHO USE 
THOSE SKILLS 
FOR THEIR OWN 
AMBITIONS, 
CREATING 
PROBLEMS FOR 
THE PEOPLE OF 
THE WORLD. , 
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The Secret Life of Characters (47) 

—Gein— 


Tlu* origin of lliis character. as many may have guessed from file name, is 
fhe serial killer who made lampshades and eliairs onf of eorpses. Edgar Gein. 
Combining fhe puppet master required by the story with this model res ill leil 
in Gein. 


lie may have been one of the most popular of the six Jinel til comrades, since 
■ got a lot of booing when I showed his face (laugh). I had thought of him as a 
cunning old man, w ith many years of experience. It was the same with 
llan'nya, but if seems many readers assume that masked characters need to 
be good-looking. Hatsuki thinks, “Win would a good-looking person wear a 
mask!'* But when I think about it more, I don't know which part of the 
audience I appealed to wlien I made him an old man. so I regret not having 
more foresight. Being “disappointed with the real face" is not an efficient 
use of fhe mask. I wanted to challenge a good-looking masked character like 
Char from Giindaiu. And Gein's obsession w itli functional beauty anil 
physical beauty come directly from Wafsuki's obsession with them. 


There are no real models in terms of physical design. Willi the concept of 
him as a puppet master, the silhouette on the cover illustration of volume 
III made him look too much like a ninja from another manga, so that was 
rejected (the cover of volume III is a second version which has been edited 
for the comics). The costume for a --puppet master'* from the --kuroko" 
(background actors/sfage crew who appear on stage)mask and black outfit 
and flic skull mark on fhe mask from his --necromancer" image were all 
mixed up to form the final design. 


Unlike fhe rest of the characters, Gein's outfit has the minimum amount of 
highlights, as an experiment for the next work, which will have fewer high¬ 
lights. They eat up a lot of time in Ituro-Kon. The result was belter than I 
had hoped for. and so in that sense this design is already a successful on*-. 










Act 217—The Two in Black (Part 2) 
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...SUCH VILLAINS 
WILL BE SENT 
TO THE DEEPEST 
PIT BY THOSE 
SAME DARK 
POWERS... 



























































GLOSSARY of the RESTORATION 

A brief guide to select Japanese terms used in Rurouni Kenshin. Note that, both here and within the story 
itself, all names are Japanese style-i.e., last or "family" name first, with personal or "given" name following. 
This is both because Kenshin is a "period" story, as well as to decrease confusion-if we were to take the 
example of Kenshin's sakabato and "reverse" the format of the historically established assassin-name 
"Hitokiri Battosai," for example, it would make little sense to then call him "Battosai Himura." 


hakubaiko 

The fragrance of white plum 
blossoms 

Himura Kenshin 

Kenshin's "real" name, revealed 
to Kaoru only at her urging 

Hiten Mitsurugi-ryu 

Kenshin's sword technique, used 
more for defense than offense. 

An "ancient style that pits one 
against many," it requires excep¬ 
tional speed and agility to master. 

hitokiri 

An assassin. Famous swords¬ 
men of the period were some¬ 
times thus known to adopt "pro¬ 
fessional" names— Kawaka mi 
Gensai, for example, was also 
known as "Hitokiri Gensai." 

Edgar Gein 

Famous serial killer known for 
bizarre crimes that involved the 
desecraton of dozens of graves 

Ishin Shishi 

Loyalist or pro-imperialist patriots 
who fought to restore the Emperor 
to his ancient seat of power 

Kawakami Gensai 

Real-life, historical inspiration for 
the character of Himura Kenshin 


Amakakeru Ryu no Hirameki 

Lit., "Heavens-Bridging Dragon 
Spark" (as in spark of "inspira¬ 
tion," not "fire" or "flame"). Final 
or "succession" move of Hiten 
Mitsurugi-ryu, it incorporates 
everything Kenshin has been 
taught so far—including the over¬ 
riding will to live. Also known as 
"Dragon Flight of Heaven." 

Bakumatsu 

Final, chaotic days of the 
Tokugawa regime 

-chan 

Honorific. Can be used either as a 
diminutive (e.g., with a small 
child —"Little Hanako or Kentaro"), 
or with those who are grown, to 
indicate affection ("My dear..."). 

-dono 

Honorific. Even more respectful 
than -san; the effect in modern- 
day Japanese conversation 
would be along the lines of 
"Milord So-and-So." As used by 
Kenshin, it indicates both respect 
and humility. 

Edo 

Capital city of the Tokugawa 
Bakufu ; renamed Tokyo ("Eastern 
Capital") after the Meiji 
Restoration 





patriots 

Another term for Ishin 
Shishi... and, when used by Sano, 
not a flattering one 

rurouni 

Wanderer, vagabond 

sakabato 

Reversed-edge sword (the dull 
edge on the side the sharp 
should be, and vice versa); car¬ 
ried by Kenshin as a symbol of 
his resolution never to kill again 

-sama 

Honorific. The respectful equiva¬ 
lent of -san, -sama is used prima¬ 
rily in addressing persons of 
much higher rank than one's 
self...or, in a romantic sense, in 
addressing those upon whom 
one is crushing, wicked hard. 

-san 

Honorific. Carries the meaning of 
"Mr.," "Ms.," "Miss," etc., but 
used more extensively in 
Japanese than its English equiv¬ 
alent (note that even an enemy 
may be addressed as "-san"). 

shogun 

Feudal military ruler of Japan 

shogunate 

See Tokugawa Bakufu 

Tokugawa Bakufu 

Military feudal government 
which dominated Japan from 
1603 to 1867 

Tokyo 

The renaming of "Edo" to 
"Tokyo" is a marker of the start 

of the Meiji Restoration 


karakuri 

Intricately constructed mecha¬ 
nized dolls or automatons, 
karakuri were in many ways the 
predecessors of Japan's modern 
mechanical robots and devices 

-kun 

Honorific. Used in the modern 
day among male students, or 
those who grew up together, but 
another usage—the one you're 
more likely to find in Rurouni 
Kenshin —is the "superior-to-infe- 
rior" form, intended as a way to 
emphasize a difference in status 
or rank, as well as to indicate 
familiarity or affection. 

Kyoto 

Home of the Emperor and impe¬ 
rial court from A.D. 794 until 
shortly after the Meiji 
Restoration in 1868 

loyalists 

Those who supported the return 
of the Emperor to power; Ishin 
Shishi 

Meiji Restoration 

1853-1868; culminated in the col¬ 
lapse of the Tokugawa Bakufu 
and the restoration of imperial 
rule. So called after Emperor 
Meiji, whose chosen name was 
written with the characters for 
"culture and enlightenment." 

Okashira 

Literally, "the head"; i.e. leaders, 
boss 

onmitsu 

Spies. Also known as shinobi or 
ninja. 




